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» Questions to Focus on

Critical Literacy
Higher Level Thinking

These questions can be applied to a variety of learning situations. Keep this list handy in
order to be able to stimulate higher level thinking and critical literacy with your stu-

dents.

1.  What could have happened if.....
2.  What theme do you notice emerging?

SR e WIS IThis similar fo............

4. Compare this with something you've experienced that is similar.
A other outcomes could have happened?

have done differently? Why?
this story have ended?
osition have been with this problem?

of part when................
rtant events? Defend your answer.

ce in a sequel.

the needs of a different audience?

-

thor?
ke? Could there be different point of views?

d attitudes? How do you know?
How do you know?
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Reading Comprehension Strategies

Make Connections

What connections do | make as
| read?
Good readers notice pieces of
text that relate to or remind them
of:
+ Their lives, past experiences,
and prior knowledge
- Other books, articles,
movies, songs, or pieces of
writing
- Events, people, or issues
Tips:
« That reminds me of...
-+ This made me think of...
- | read another book that...
- This is different from...
. Iremem‘lz_err when...

Visualize

Good readers create pictures in
their minds while they read.
While reading, note places where
you get a clear picture in your
mind that helps you understand
the text:

+ | can picture...

+ | can see the...

+ | can visualize...

+ The movie in my head

shows...

Use your senses to connect the
characters, events, and ideas to
clarify the picture in your head.

+ | can taste/hear/smell the...

+ | can feel the...

Ask Questions

Good readers ask questions
before, during, and after reading
to better understand the author
and the meaning of the text.
Ask questions of the author,
yourself, and the text:
+ What is the author trying to
say?
+ What is the message of this
piece?
Do | know something about
this topic?
What do | think | will learn
from this text?
How could this be explained
to someone else?
What predictions do | have
about this reading?

Determine Importance

What's the big idea?
So what?

| Good readers look for things that

p them identify big ideas and

Synthesize

How do | use what I've read to
create my own ideas?

Good readers combine new
information from their reading
with existing knowledge in
order to form new ideas or
interpretations.

Synthesis is creating a single .
understanding from a variety of
sources.

Tips:

- Compare and contrast
what I'm reading with what
| already know or other
sources of information.
Think of new ways to use this
information.

Can connections | make
across this text help me to
create new generalizations or
new perspectives?
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Reading Comprehension
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Before, Duving, & After Read ding Queslions
1 V bat is the title of the story?

Who is the main character of the story?

What other characters are iniroduced?

What is the character’s problem?

What is the problem in the story?

How was that problem resclved?

What did the character do to try to resolve the problem?

What is the seiting of the story?

What happened in the end?

10. What is the author trying to tell you? Did the author say it clearly?
11. What does the author mean by this 7

12. Why is the author saying this i

13. What is the author gettmg at?

4 at s message?

author giving us?

ithor wants us io know from all of this?

o you?

WWNQM%WN
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sentence?
this word
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Reading Strategies with Questions





